
WEEKLY ECONOMIC REPORT:   
Farm Advisors NZ Ltd & AgSafe NZ Ltd 
Property & Farm Management Consultants& Safety Consultants 

Phone: 027-2872886;   e-mail: findlay@farmconsulting.co.nz We are located at Innovation Park in Hamilton. 
Website: www.farmconsulting.co.nz          http://agsafe.nz   Follow AgSafe on Facebook. 

13 August 2022 
Daily grass growth rates:                                   Range  30 to 38 kg DM/ha/day.   
Average pasture cover:                                      2050 kg DM/ha.   Still too low!!!   
10 cm soil temperature:                                     11.0 ⁰C    
Rainfall  (Hamilton)– Month to date                 26 mm.  August 10 yr av 110 mm    
Stock prices report:                                            Steers                           $3.410/kg 
        Bulls                                   $2.870/kg 
               Boner Cows                           $2.320/kg 
                                                    Store lambs                              $116.60 
          Feeder Calves                        $ 98.94 Frankton & $100.67 @ Tirau   
Animal welfare over calving is always a concern with downer-cows, dead calves & at what point do animals get 
euthanized.  Prevention is always the best policy – causmag on pastures & early treatment for difficult calvings!! 

Week commencing  15 August 2022 
 This Week Nth Is This Week Sth Is Last Week Av 1 Year ago 

18 kg YX Lamb (cents/kg) $9.07   ^                     $9.25  ^             $9.04 $8.77 

21 kg Mutton (cents/kg) $6.20   ^                      $6.00                    $6.08 $6.51 

     

P2 Steer (270 to 295 kg) $6.32  ^             $6.10   ^                      $6.07 $5.80 

M Cow (160 to 195 kg) $4.40               $4.45   ^               $4.40 $4.22 

Bull (270 to 295 kg) $6.05   ^             $5.92   ^                         $5.90 $5.54 

     

Venison (60 kg AP Stag) $8.25  ^              $8.40   ^                $8.20 $6.20 

  Previous Week 1 year ago   2 yrs ago 

Fine Crossbred Indicator price $4.20  $3.61 $ 3.18        $ 2.54 

Mid Micron Indicator price $6.33       $6.86 $6.83           $6.45 

Butter (NZ $ per tonne) $ 8550 $ 8550 $ 6450         $5325 

Skim Milk Powder (SMP NZ $ per tonne) $ 5750 $ 5750 $ 4325         $4100 

Whole Milk Powder (WMP NZ $ per 

tonne) 
$ 5725 $ 5725 $ 5300         $4700         

Cheddar Cheese (NZ $ per tonne) $ 8025 $8025 $ 5900         $6400 

Casein (lactose casein NZ $ per tonne)  $19625 $19625 $ 15200       $1800 

Global Dairy Trade Index 1163 1223 1167                939 

US currency $0.646 $0.630 $0.700         $0.654 

Euro $0.626 $0.615 $0.597         $0.551 
Australian dollar $0.908 $0.904 $0.954         $0.909 
 
Finance:  The NZ dollar firmed against the main trading currencies. There are indications that inflation is easing around the world 
and oil and some food commodities have fallen 15% to 30% over the last 2-weeks. 
Wool:  Wool prices remain in the doldrums but there has been a slight lift in the latest auction.   
Beef, Sheep & Venison schedules: The meat schedules are mostly firmer for the coming week with increases across the range of 
animals.  The venison prices are strong as the new season gets underway. 
Dairy Prices:  International food prices are still under pressure and demand for dairy commodities remain strong in spite of the 
recent easing at the g/DT.  Early season milk production is slightly behind last season to date, but true indications will not be 
evident until mid September. 
 
The hours of sunshine are increasing & grass growth rates will be increasing.  We are 4 weeks away from the point where the 
pasture cover is at its lowest which is when the daily grass growth rates begin to exceed the stock requirements.  Redo the feed 
budget to double check the feeding plans through to 30th September.  Supplements are expensive and Urea is still a cheap option (?). 

  
Quote:  “The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference. The opposite of art is not ugliness, it's indifference. The opposite 
of faith is not heresy, it's indifference. And the opposite of life is not death, it's indifference.”.    
 



Need Help. If at any time you just want to talk about being isolated on your farm and to have a chat, just call me – no charges!!  
027-2872886.  Rural Support Trust 0800-787-245.  Lifeline 0800-543354.  Crisis TXT – HELP (4357)  

You can hear us live on the radio on Monday morning at 7.35 am with Brian Kelly on Country Sport Breakfast – Radio NZ 
Gold AM.  792 AM in the Waikato & 1332 AM in Auckland.  Back on the 17th January 2022. 

Jim’s Weekly Rant:  
 
I think everyone in the media has written or spoken about bullying this last week.  It started with Sam Uffindell and his life 
at boarding school, a place I was lucky not to attended, and ended with Gaurav Sharma exposing a bullying culture in 
parliament and the Labour caucus.  In between we had further revelations of Uffindell’s indiscretions and Ross Taylors 
book exposing the bullying and racial culture experienced in NZ sport.  And let’s not forget the commentary and media 
releases from the Aussie politicians on the same subject on Friday.   Bullying is unacceptable.  Bullying comes in many 
forms from the intimidation and beatings that occur in the private school dormitories to simple racial slurs that are all to 
rife in our society.  Uffindell’s actions as a boarder were unacceptable back then, and they are unacceptable now, but 
bullying will continue as long as some people crave power and dominance over others when they are really not up to it.  
Remember the “Peter Principal” which is when people are promoted to their level of incompetence.  For incompetent 
person to survive they need to have a support group of similar likeminded people to back them up and bullying is the only 
way forward.  A few weeks ago I referred to the biography of Mike Moore “Believe” which covered the bullying that 
occurred within the Labour caucus then and how the “Peter Principal” operated and survived.  Gaurav Sharma will now 
see how bullying really works as his colleagues close ranks against his accusations and they rally around the other 
sycophantic caucus members all protecting their future within the Labour party – it doesn’t happen here they will all 
say!!!.  But the real bullying happens in everyday life within the workplace and home and while some of it might seem 
minor to one person it might have serious effect on others.  Ross Taylors book highlights in simple ways how the racial 
comments affected him, yet he knows many were made without thought as to what was said while other comments were 
pointed and made to put him down and allow someone to gain “power” in a situation.  Elder abuse is another serious 
bullying situation in families and it can cause irreparable harm to parents or siblings.  Yes, we all must be sensitive, but we 
also must be honest and prepared to challenge people about inappropriate comments and actions.  A recent quote I read 
recently went something like this  -  the greatest thing about being old is that you can say what you think and you don’t 
have to worry about offending anyone anymore.  The interpretation for me was that when inappropriate comments are 
made and people are being bullied, don’t hesitate to tell the person it is inappropriate, stand up for what is true and 
proper!!! Remember words and actions have changed over the last 100 years and so have societal norms, be 
understanding, but don’t be so woke that never make a mistake and always be prepared to say sorry and try and 
understand the other person – conversations can go along way!!! 
 
Get yourself a copy of a great book -  “Green Murder – a life sentence of net zero with no parole”.  Author -  Dr Ian 
Plimer and perhaps the best known  Australian geologist. 
Also:  Global Warming, a counter-blaste tot eh man-made global warming hypothesis  - Dr Kelvin Duncan (Tross press) 
 
Contact AgSafe NZ Ltd - Phone 027-2872886.  We can prepare your Work Safe manual and hazard management plan 
at a very competitive price.  We can arrange drug tests and farm maps for your property. 
 
Calf rearing is important for your future production – Check out the Bell-Booth “Queen of Calves” rearing plan.  There is 
research data from Massey University measuring the benefits.  They are clearly documented and the long-term benefits are 
more production per cow and longevity of the animals!!  Research has shown calves can be weaned approximately 22 days 
earlier when Queen of Calves is used. 

 
Q-Labs  for your comprehensive farm soil & nutrient test.  Qlabs are based in Waipawa.  
Soils:  Full Soil Analysis,  Soil Respiration Test,  Home Garden Soil Testing 
Feeds:  Full Feed Analysis,   Ruminant Nitrogen Utilization Efficiency (RNUE),   ME (Metabolizable Energy),    Feed 
Single Element ,    DM (Dry Matter),   Nitrate (Feeds)  
Waters & Effluents:  In Depth Water Test,   Water - Bacterial,   Water - Extras,   Dairy Effluent  (TKN),   Dairy Effluent 
(Totals).   Check out their services at www.qlabs.co.nz  Phone 0800-857733 
 
AgDrive offers courses to upskill yourselves and your staff.  It is important to ensure staff are upskilled and offered 
skill training courses.    AgDrive is an independent training establishment.  For course details and training 
information contact Sue 027-2354408.  
 
Drone Spraying a cost-effective way to spray weeds, sow grass seed etc.  www.dronespraying.co.nz   Check it out 
and call Pete Campbell on 021-835375 or email pete@dronespraying.co.nz 


